
Eighth Grade Elective Course Selections 

Semester (Half Year) Classes:   Each class will take one box 

Drama 1:  This course builds on Drama Foundations (7th grade) where students will continue to learn about elements of theatre and performance with emphasis 
on self-improvement in performance and public communication.  Vocal performance, mime, auditions techniques, scene performance, cinema appreciation and 
criticism, scen e and monologue study and increased development in acting techniques are taught along with production criticism and analysis. You may take 
this without having taken Drama Foundations since we review the basics before moving on to more advanced material. 

Drama 2:  This course is a continuation of Drama 1 (not Foundations in 7th grade) Drama 1(sem 1) is a prerequisite for signing up for this course. This course 
focuses on scene work, with an introduction to directing, creation of a performance, adaptation of books to the stage, perform for local elementaries exposure 
to advanced acting techniques and theatre history. Additional performances during FLEX and Evening of the Arts are a part of this fun class. 

FACS Clothing (Family and Consumer Science) A:  This class includes basic sewing techniques and interior design and also includes consumer information 

FACS Foods (Family and Consumer Science) B: Students learn basic food preparation and are introduced to child care and child development. (Fee) 

Art Foundations:  Emphasis is placed on drawing skills in pencil, colored pencil, ink, paint and clay.  Students will be asked to bring a few minimal supplies 
from home and others will be provided.  (Fee) 

Ceramics 1:  Students learn skills in working with ceramics, clay and basic wheel instruction. (Fee) 

Debate: This is a basic course in speech, research, persuasion and public speaking. Students will participate in classroom speeches, debates, mock trails and 
analyze famous speeches and debates throughout history. 

Peer Tutoring: Students will mentor special education students in elective classes, life skills and other academic areas. 

Communications Tech:  Introduces basic skills and application to communications technology.  Activities may include: garage band, making movies, green screen, 
photography, Google SketchUp, puzzles, engrave pictures, design your own t-shirt & broadcasting- This is a fun class using communications technology! 

Creative Coding :  Learn computing concepts by designing, developing, publishing and presenting web pages, mobile apps, and animations. 

Exploring Technology:  This class will give you the opportunity to make: rockets, pens on the lathe, using the laser engraver, CO2 race cars, penny hockey table, 
aided drafting- This is a fun class that uses technology. 

Creative Writing:  The purpose of this class is to learn the skills and strategies necessary to write creatively 

Strength and Conditioning: Strength and Conditioning provides an opportunity for enhanced development of strength and conditioning for various sports and fitness 
related activities by combining skills and drills with alternating strength training and cardio circuits. Students will create an individualized plan to achieve 
goals during this course. This class will incorporate both indoor and outdoor activities.  

Full Year Classes:   Each class will take two boxes 

Choir:  This class emphasizes choral music including note reading, rhythm, and music appreciation.  The group will perform in several concerts. Divisions of 
the choir include:  men’s choir, women’s choir, Bella Voce (audition only) and Acapella choir (audition only) 

Concert Band: Students must complete beginning band or have instructor permission to register for this class which focuses on advanced skills. They will perfo 
music festivals and concerts. 

Orchestra: Students will learn the fundamentals of playing stringed instruments and note reading. Fun songs are learned in many styles of music.   

Concert Orchestra:  Students must have completed beginning orchestra or have instructor permission to enroll in this class.  Students will participate in 

concerts music festivals. 

Spanish I:  This class is an introduction to Spanish.  It emphasizes vocabulary, speaking and listening as well as an overview of Spanish culture.  

Spanish 2:  This class will continue Spanish language skills, grammar and understanding. Students are required to have at least a C in Spanish I to sign up for 
t class. 

German I: This class is an introduction to the German language and culture.  Students will be able to speak using mainly words and memorized phrases in Germ

German 2:  A continuation of German 1, students will increase in speaking and understanding ability (Novice-High level), and will begin to create their own 
sentences. Students must have passed German 1 with a C grade or higher to enroll in this class. 

Audition Classes    ONLY SIGN UP IF YOU HAVE TEACHERS APPROVAL– please list as an alternate: 

BASKETBALL (A) (.5 Credit) FIRST SEMESTER. Focusing on the fundamentals, skills and techniques associated with a competitive sport.  It may serve as a 
foundation for the pursuit of interscholastic competition and recreational enjoyment.  Students will acquire and practice proper techniques and strategies, learn 
the rules governing the game and focus on advanced technical skills.  PREREQUISITE:  Instructor's permission. 

Stage Crew: Students will study theater lighting, sound, costume, makeup, scenery, properties, stage-management, and technical design.  Students will be involved 
in all areas of technical theater. This class requires evening and out-of-school time during rehearsals and performances. Explores aspects of design for 
straight plays and musicals. Must receive instructor approval for enrollment. You can pick up a Stage Crew packet from the Counseling Office. 

TRACK (A) (.5 Credit) SECOND SEMESTER. Focuses on the fundamentals, skills and techniques associated with Track and Field as a competitive sport.  It may 
serve as a foundation for the pursuit of interscholastic competition and recreational enjoyment.  Students will acquire and practice proper techniques and 
strategies, and focus on advanced technical skills.  PREREQUISITE:  Instructor's permission. 

Yearbook  Students will produce a school annual on the computer.  Students should be self motivated and willing to work extra hours to meet deadlines and 
due-dates. They will develop and use skills in writing, editing, art, layout, design, photography, and leadership. See Mr. Jepperson for information. 

Jaguar Jazz Band:  This class is by audition only and is offered in the morning before school.  See Mr. Winters for information. 


